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Background Information
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Live Show Date: November 3, 2009

Live Show Location: Times Union Center in Albany, NY

Format: The Metropolitan Opera Company will perform a full program of opera’s greatest hits 
live with their orchestra and singers, while Olympic, World, and National Champion 
figure skaters skate.  This will be the first time the Metropolitan Opera Company is 
featured in a network skating special.

NBC Telecast: Sunday, December 20, 2009 (2:00 – 4:00pm EST)

Style Network Telecast: Three (3) 1-hour rebroadcasts on the Style Network in December 2009 and January 
2010

Additional Rebroadcasts: Multiple one-hour rebroadcasts on Comcast SportsNet within six months of the NBC 
telecast

Featured Skaters: Olympic Gold Medalists Ekaterina Gordeeva and Viktor Petrenko, 4x World Champion 
Kurt Browning, and 3x US National Champion Michael Weiss

Featured Guest Artist: The Metropolitan Opera Company with the members of The Metropolitan Opera Orchestra

Co-Executive Producers: Disson Skating & Veras Communcations



INVITED CAST LIST

Ekaterina Gordeeva
2x Olympic Gold Medalist

Caryn Kadavy
2x US Pro Am Champion
World Championship 
Bronze Medalist

Viktor Petrenko
1992 Olympic Gold Medalist

Shae-Lynn Bourne
2003 World Dance Champion
9X Canadian National 
Champion
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Kurt Browning
4x World Champion
4x Canadian National 
Champion

Michael Weiss
3x US National 
Champion 

Naomi Lang & 
Peter Tchernyshev
5x US National Champions

Marie-France Dubreuil
& Patrice Lauzon
4x Canadian National Dance 
Champions
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George Veras Information

Veras Communications, Inc. (VCI) was founded in l994 by President George Veras
as a television production and marketing company, after a successful network 
career at ABCSports and CBS Sports. VCI packages television productions, as 
well as live producing and directing live events, documentaries, music shows and 
network sports.  VCI has conducted successful marketing and promotion 
campaigns (My Big Fat Greek Wedding), as well as infomercials (Doo Wop50) and 
commercials.   VCI has captured 12 National Sports Emmy Awards since l981, the 
latest for the 2004 Summer Olympics for NBC Sports and a sumitted a nomination 
for a Daytime Emmy for his production of NBC’s “Smucker’s Present Hot Ice Cool 
Sounds with Peter Cetera and the Cleveland Pops Orchestra”
(www.smuckers.com).

VCI’s recent productions include the worldwide live television and internet event, 
LIVE EARTH 2007 (www.liveearth.org) for Executive Producer Kevin Wall. VCI 
was the executive producer for LIVE EARTH SHANGHAI. 

In 2008 VCI produced “Hot Ice Cool Sounds” for NBC, and for PBS pianist Marina 
Live at West Point, keyboard artist Sebastian Sidi and guitarist Pavlo
(www.palvo.net). VCI is promoting Pavlo on tour, including his next appearance in 
Hamilton, Canada on March 21, 2009. In 2007. VCI produced from Shanghai “12 
Girls Band Live” and promoted two shows in Cleveland and Chicago.  For the 
Cleveland Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, VCI produced and directed the music/talk 
series “The Craft” starring Elvis Costello, Aimee Mann, Paul Westerberg, Ben 
Gibbard and Patty Griffin.  In addition, VCI has produced 10 events in India, and 
brought the Washington Redskin cheerleaders to India last April as the Bangalore 
Royal Challengers, for the inaugural season of IPL 20/20

In January 2009, VCI was hired by the NFL and the ProFootball Hall of Fame to 
represent all the Hall of Famers for television, sponsorship, merchandise and 
events (www.profootballhof.com) VCI was also hired by ESPN as Consulting 
Producer for a 30/30 documentary on “Jimmy The Greek”
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Disson Skating (www.dissonskating.com) the world’s leader in skating and music events and Veras
Communications (www.verastv.com), world leader in event television productions, are proud to announce that
the Metropolitan Opera will  join creative forces with Olympic, World Champion and National figure skating
champions in performing together, for the first time in history, in an arena show (Location:TBD) to be taped and 
televised as a two-hour telecast on NBC in late 2009.

Opera and US figure skating champions have a long history and association. From 1948 Men’s Olympic Gold
Champion Dick Button who used music from La Boheme, to the epic 1984 Olympic battle between Katarina
Witt and Debbie Thomas (Battle of the Carmen’s from Bizet’s opera Carmen) , opera music has helped  propel
the United States to achieve a record 43 Olympic figure skating gold medals.

Accompanied by the Metropolitan Orchestra, eight Metropolitan opera singers will perform selections from 10
operas, including Carmen, La Traviata, La Boheme, The Barber of Seville and Turandot as Olympic, World and
National figure skaters perfom. 

This is another creative and commercial breakthrough event for the Metropolitan Opera, now under the 
dynamic leadership of Executive Director Peter Gelb. Gelb has tapped into the great passion felt by millions of 
opera lovers who cannot visit the Met in person with “The Met: Live In HD” series of movie theatre telecasts, 
now in its third season.

For the Met, this will be another first...their first network television special on any of the four major networks, as 
well as a creative first, in working directly with figure skaters for a unique television viewing experience. 
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- Last season, more than 835,000 people attended 219 Metropolitan Opera performances at Lincoln Center, including a 
total of 28 works, 7 of which were new productions. 

- Celebrated singers featured in recent Met productions include Natalie Dessay, Renée Fleming, Angela Gheorghiu, 
Susan Graham, Karita Mattila, Anna Netrebko, Roberto Alagna, Plácido D omingo, Juan Diego Flórez, Thomas 
Hampson, Dimitri Hvorostovsky, and Rolando Villazón.

- So far in the 2008-9 season, The Metropolitan Opera: Live in HD series of live opera transmissions to movie theaters 
has reached an audience of over 1.5 million viewers in 36 countries worldwide, with one of eleven transmissions 
remaining.

- Season III of Great Performances at the Met on PBS presents 11 broadcasts of Met productions created for the HD 
theater transmissions this season, with an audience of over 2 million viewers. Select programs are later released on 
DVD.

- Met productions are also broadcast on television in the UK, Japan and Canada.

- Met Player, the Met’s new subscription streaming service, makes performances from the Met’s vast archive of audio 
and video productions available for online, on demand streaming. Currently there are over 200 audio and video titles 
available, including many of the Met’s award-winning Live in HD transmissions.

- 8.5 million listeners in over 40 countries tune in each week for the 20 Saturday mati nee radio broadcasts heard live on 
the Toll Brothers-Metropolitan Opera International Radio Network.

- 128 performances are broadcast live from the Met stage this season via Metropolitan Opera Radio on Sirius XM, a 
dedicated satellite channel with more than 18 million subscribers, as well as streamed live on the Met’s website once a 
week. Additional audience members are reached through Met on Rhapsody, a premium subscription digital music 
service for Met broadcasts.
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Repertoire and sequence suggestions:
FOUR SINGERS—Tenor, Soprano, Baritone, Mezzo Soprano
ORCHESTRA: 23
(About 90 minutes of music-- 60 mins. vocal, 30 mins. instrumental. Approx. 14 6-minute segments with 13 2-minute 
commercial breaks)

SEGMENT 1: (7 mins) 
Marriage of Figaro Overture 4:11 INSTRUMENTAL (alternate: Barber overture edit) (large group of skaters)
La donna e mobile (Rigoletto) 3:07 TENOR (male figure skater)
--COMMERCIAL BREAK# 1 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 2: (4:25+ mins) 
Sempre libera (Traviata—1853) 4:25 SOPRANO (maybe open with bit of overture to extend?) (female skater)
--COMMERCIAL # 2 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 3: (7 mins) 
Carmen: Act 1 Prelude-Les toreadors (2:15) INSTRUMENTAL (group of male skaters)
Toreador Song- Votre toast je peux vous le rendre (Carmen-1873) (5:02) BARITONE (male skater)
--COMMERCIAL #3 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 4: (4:23 mins) 
Habanera -L’mour est un oiseau rebelle (Carmen-1873) 4:23 MEZZO (duo: secuctive female skater and male skater)
--COMMERCIAL #4 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 5: (9:36 mins) (Boheme sequence)
Mi chiamano Mimi (Boheme-1896) 4:46 SOPRANO (female skater)
O soave fanciulla (La Boheme-1896) 4:50 DUET: SOPRANO, TENOR (male skater joined by female skater)
--COMMERCIAL #5 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 6: (8 mins)
March of the Kings (Farandole/L’Arlisienne Suite- Bizet) 3:33 INSTRUMENTAL (group of male, female skaters)
Flower Duet -Viens, Mallikà…Sous le dôme épais (Lakme-1896) 5:03 (edit slightly) DUET: SOPRANO AND MEZZO (two 
female skaters? Or male/female duo)
--COMMERCIAL #6 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 7: (6:30 mins) 
Ah mes amis! (La Fille du Regiment) 6:30 TENOR (male skater, possibly with group of males)
--COMMERCIAL #7 (2 mins)
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Repertoire and sequence suggestions (Con’t):
SEGMENT 8: (5 mins) 
Meditation (Thais) 5:00 INSTRUMENTAL (female skater, possibly male/female duo)
--COMMERCIAL #8 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 9: (7 mins) (or as long as we can get away with)
Nuit d’hyménée, ô douce nuit d’amour--Romeo et Juliette duet (9:56—do 7 min edit) SOPRANO AND TENOR (male, female 
skaters)
--COMMERCIAL #9 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 10: (7:20 mins) 
I'm Papageno, that's my name (Der vogelfanger…) (The Magic Flute-English version) 3:00 BARITONE (male skater with 
female group)
Evening Prayer- (Hansel and Gretel -1893) 4:20 SOPRANO AND MEZZO (male and female skaters or two females, one 
dressed as boy)
--COMMERCIAL #10 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 11: (7 mins) 
Intermezzo-Cavalieria Rusticana (3:35) INSTRUMENTAL (male or female skater, or duo)
Nessun Dorma (Turandot-1926) 3:25 – Note: NOT PD-- (or substitute E lucevan le Stelle (Tosca-1900) (3:28) or Una furtiva
lagrima (Elisir) 5:23) TENOR (male skater)
--COMMERCIAL # 11 (2 mins)
SEGMENT 12: (4 mins)
Ave Maria (Schubert) 3:40 (Do arrangement starting as instrumental, then adding four soloists? (female skater)
--COMMERCIAL #12 (2 mins)SEGMENT 13: (6 mins) 
Barber of Seville Overture (7:35) (Recognizable fast part starts at 2:10) INSTRUMENTAL (male, female skaters 
group)SEGMENT 14: (3 mins) 
Brindisi -Libiamo ne’lieti calici (Traviata) 3:00 ENSEMBLE  (Entire group of skaters?)
--END

TOTAL OF ABOVE MUSICAL SEGMENTS (without applause, entrance and exit time): 83:14, closer to 86 if we can do entire Romeo and Juliet duet 


